Julie Martino’s Top 10 Educational Sites for Children

Scholastic

www2.scholastic.com
This web site was very educational focused. In some areas it lacked the “fun” element that other sites might have, but nevertheless it provided children with appropriate level information to learn about a wide variety of things, as activities are grouped by grade level.  It gave you interactive options to learn about such things as: going to school, animals, language building, matching, myths and fairytales, holidays, jobs that people have in their community, history, math and computers. I especially liked that it offers children the opportunity to learn about other languages and also about other places in the world. 

Prongo

www.prongo.com
This site offered children the opportunity to truly have fun and get creative. Learning took a slight backseat on this site to creativity and fun, but there were games that taught the basics such as math and language and then there also were games that taught the very unusual to children such as the stock market where the kid can enter their name and chose a stock to invest in and follow. I thought this site was very interesting and I liked the creativity aspect of it versus the right and wrong of other sites.

Nourish Interactive

www.nourishinteractive.com

This is an educational site for children that offers them the opportunity to learn about proper eating habits. It has fun interactive games where they can match foods that go together properly, informs them of what foods are good for snacking, and helps them learn about what different foods can do for your body. There is even one game where you can build your whole day of meals, food by food and it shows you the calorie intake based on your age, sex and activity level.  It is really cool, informative and fun. After the child chooses what they want to eat for each meal is shows them which food groups they used and which ones they missed so they can understand how they need to eat from each group as much as possible, for each meal.  Most of the games allow you to choose your age level or degree of difficulty and for some you can even choose of you are a boy or girl. Most games also speak to the child as well to help guide them through. I think children would really like this site and it concerns an issue that is of critical importance in today’s world. As you are playing it even reminds the user to take break every 20 minutes and get active! 

Starfall

www.starfall.com

This is a wonderful site for children to practice and advance their reading skills. It groups the games and stories for children who are just learning their alphabet, for children who are just learning to read, for children who are reading and showing them how they can have fun with it, and finally for those reading well and ready to take it to the next level. The site also teaches lessons with each story and game which is a very nice added bonus. The site approaches phonics from a full perspective, for example, if the child chooses to learn or practice their alphabet and chooses the letter “A” then a capital & lowercase letter “A” gets carried onto the screen by a bunch of ants and then a voice comes on and gives the sound of “A” , then you see a word that begins with that letter and then the voice comes back on and says the word and then they show you a picture of that word (for A it was apples).  It was a very complete, fun site that was very easy to use.

4 Kids

www.4kids.org

4 Kids is a site that offers children a chance to play games on the following topics: words, vowels, state capitals, division, subtraction, addition, the world, countries, verbs, opposites, nouns, ratios, fractions and more. Their games are unique, for example in the one where you would find state capitals, you are a little penguin floating on a piece of ice that has a capital on it and floating towards you are other pieces of ice with state names on them. You choose the right one and the little penguin jumps to that piece of ice and you move to the next one. If you choose the wrong one he jumps into the water. All the games are very cute just like this one and accompanied by either music or a voiceover to help guide you along. I think children would really enjoy this site, it made math and reading much more fun than learning it from a book.

PBS Kids

pbskids.org

PBS Kids is very well done educational site for kids. It offers them games to discover and advance their abilities in all areas and it also gives them a chance to take what they know and really have fun with it. It allows them to see how their knowledge can be useful and fun as a result of learning. The site has games that feature their favorite characters such as Elmo and other Sesame Street friends. It also offers different kinds of activities such as coloring, music and playtime. I found it to be a great extension of the channel and it truly supports all the wonderful things they do to educate children. It is very interactive and also it has voiceovers that speak to kids throughout the entire site in a very fun, active tone. 

Kids Know It

www.kidsknowit.com

This site was very different and yet very educational for children to learn about biology. It wasn’t as flashy as some of the other sites but it still gives children a fun and interactive way to learn about their bodies, plants, the environment, the world and animals. One of the games is called “Exploring the Human Body” where you can see how it is made up of all different systems such a muscular, endocrine, excretory, skeletal, etc. There are games to help kids identify rocks, learn the planets, about dinosaurs and other animals. Every day they feature a different historical quote, a different animal and a different historical fact. Some of the games and sections have voiceovers to help guide the child, understand how to pronounce words and make it more fun. Although it is not as flashy as some of the other sites and has no characters like Elmo, it is still a very educational and fun site for children to use.  There are also over 100 games on this site, so it is quite extensive in it’s topics.

Brain Pop

www.brainpop.com

Brain pop is done in a very retro, cool, colorful style and has hundreds of topics and games from which to choose. You can learn about everything from energy (batteries, Ben Franklin and fire) to the diversity of life (arachnids, bacteria and coral)…and for each topic you choose you get to see it, read about it and there is also a movie that goes along with it. It also supports teachers in that it offers free lesson plans, video tutorials, professional development tools, graphic organizers, and best practices for the teacher community.  It was a very fun and distinct site that was created by an immunologist and pediatrician, as a creative way to explain difficult concepts to his young patients, and is also guided by a diverse team of educators.

National Geographic Kids

www.kids.nationalgeographic.com

NatGeo for kids is a wonderful site because it takes all the beauty and fun factual information that National Geographic is known for and creates it in an accessible and interesting manner for children. There are games and sections on animals, weather and other activities (even ones you wouldn’t think would be on there like learning how to build a Thanksgiving wreath!).  There is even a game called “Plan It Green” where you are the Mayor of an eco-friendly town called Greenville and you get to make all the decisions regarding energy conservation, recycling, solar energy and more. There is also another really cool game called “NanoSurgeon” where you are about a microscopic aircraft inside the human body and you get to battle viruses and germs! How cool is that?! It is a wonderful site that is unique in it’s own NatGeo way.

Exploratorium

www.exploratorium.edu

This site is huge…with over 18,000 pages and hundreds of scientific subjects, everything from gardening and science, to what makes us human and the science of baseball, exploring tornados and using microscopes, and tons of fun after school activities. The site gives the child a demonstration of how to create these activities at home in an easy and fun manner and walks then through it step by step. The topics are very unique and presented in an interesting manner. In the “What Makes Us Human” game you explore behaviors, collect clues, investigate relationships, find patterns and consider possibilities.  The site is huge in it’s content but not overwhelming at all in the way it is laid out. It is done simply and cleanly so children can easily navigate through to the wealth of information right at their fingertips.  

